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Pipestone  
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Beaver Hills 

Miquelon Beach North, September 2008 (S Jackson) 
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Elk Island 
D

id You Know
? A W

atery History In northern Alberta, rivers and lakes m
ade for the m

ost effi
cient m

ethod of m
oving goods long distances.  York 

boats replaced canoes on the North Saskatchew
an and then on July 22, 1875, the S.S. N

orthcote steam
ed into Edm

onton delivering 130 tons of 
cargo. Edm

onton becam
e the upper term

inus that started in W
innipeg. During the 1885 Riel Rebellion, the Northcote served as a gunboat at the 

Battle of Batoche. The com
ing of the railw

ay and the ever changing river channels sounded the death knell for steam
boats on the North Sas-

katchew
an. The last com

m
ercial runs w

ere m
ade in 1886 (Adapted from

, L. Herzog). 
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Elk Island 

Did You Know? Winter Ice Safety: 10cm is considered a safe ice thickness for individuals or 
small groups. Beware of ice near the inlet and outlet of streams. Always be extra cautious 
on river and stream ice. Ice can vary in thickness and strength from area to area because of 
temperature, water current, springs, snow cover, and time of year. Know and practice self
-rescues (source: www.healthlinkalberta.ca). 
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Fort Saskatchewan 

 

 

 

 

Trail Closed  

Temporarily 

D
id You Know

? Petrified W
ood: Alberta’s Provincial Stone, can be found on gravel bars and in abandoned gravel pits along the North Saskatchew

an. It is particularly 
abundant betw

een the Edm
onton com

m
unity of Beverly and Fort Saskatchew

an. The original trees grew
 60 to 90 m

illion years ago during a tim
e w

hen m
ost of Alber-

ta w
as covered by steam

y subtropical sw
am

ps and forests – sim
ilar to the m

odern day M
ississippi River delta. W

ood is very porous. W
hen ground w

ater rich in dis-
solved silica penetrated the buried logs, the solution w

as absorbed and m
icrocrystalline quartz began to grow

 in the pores, replacing the plant tissue. Protected 
under hundreds of m

etres of sedim
entary rock until the Rocky M

ountains w
ere form

ed. Since then, erosion has been slow
ly exposing the petrified w

ood. Alberta 
petrified w

ood is com
m

only brow
n, cream

 or black but occasionally reds and yellow
s are found. As quartz is generally w

hite or grey, the different colours found are 
due to im

purities such as iron oxides, m
anganese oxides or organic carbon.  


